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1. 7">v n12a%n nn'® Xnn 0271V - Image of Shushan HaBirah on the Easter Gate

A Mishnah teaches that an image of n1'an |[wiw was drawn upon the eastern gate of the second Beis Hamikdash. Rav
Chisda and Rav Yitzchak bar Avdimi debate its purpose: one said it was IN2 [2'nn W T'W T2 — so they should know
from where they came and properly thank the king of Persia. One said it was |n"2V NI270 NN'™ NNNW T2 — so that the
awe of the rulership of Persia should be upon them and they would not rebel against them. Rebbe Yannai said: 071u%
72V NI270 NN RNN — the awe of the rulership should always be upon you, as Moshe told nu1a: n%x "7V 72 1T
N7 "2 NNl Y8 — and all these servants will come down to me and bow before me, saying, etc. but he did not say
that nu19 himself would come bow before him, (although he would do so), out of respect for royalty. Rebbe
Yochanan derives it from a passuk describing Eliyahu running a great distance before the wicked king axnK, so he
should not travel unescorted.

2. The orientation of the n'72 in the Mikdash, machlokes about the ten nian?1v of Shlomo

A Baraisa teaches that all the 071 in the Mikdash were placed na 7w 1I2AK7 |28 — with their length along the
Sanctuary’s length (i.e., in an east-west direction), except the |INN, which stood in a north-south direction. The
Gemara proceeds to demonstrate that the |INX’s poles extended (eastward) to protrude from the nang, and were
attached to its width, proving that the [N must have been placed in a north-south direction. A Baraisa teaches that
Shlomo made ten nian71w for the Beis Hamikdash, five to the right of Moshe’s and five to its left. All were required
to be in the northern half of the 72'n, and they were placed from the halfway point of the 72'n and inward. In
another Baraisa, Rebbe says |'nain I'n 2nuni N — they were placed lengthwise from east to west, and Rebbe Elazar
bar Rebbe Shimon says they were placed from north to south. Later, the Gemara poses several challenges to this
second opinion, and eventually proves that the nian71w were not arranged in a single row running north-south, but
in two rows.

3. The orientation of the Menorah and the identity of the '1qyn 1

The Gemara explains that Rebbe derives his opinion from the Menorah, which was also placed east to west. He
proves this from the '211un 11 — the western lamp, which the passuk describes as "'n 197" — before Hashem, which
implies that the other nna are not "'n 197", i.e., they are further from the o'wTpn wTIR than the '21qun M. If the
Menorah was placed north to south, the nin1 would be equidistant from the o'wTpn wIp; therefore, the Menorah
must have been placed from east to west, and the westernmost 12 was "'n 19%". Rebbe Elazar bar Rebbe Shimon
derives that the nian71w were placed from north to south from the |INx, but Rebbe holds we derive yinn yin —
outside 071 from other outside 072 (i.e., the niaN71w from the Menorah), not from the |INX which is 0191, Rebbe
Elazar bar Rebbe Shimon holds that the Menorah itself was placed north to south. He explains that the '211un 11 was
called "'n 119%", because 'TITXN IN? TTXNT — [the outer NIN1’s wicks] were turned towards the center 13, and only the
center 11 was turned towards the D'wTpn wWTIp, and was therefore called "'n 119%". Rebbe Nassan said: 'wXnNNw [NIN
naIwn — from here we see that the middle is praiseworthy.

Siman - Clown (pinx)

Inside the circus tent that had an image of Shushan HaBirah on the Eastern Gate, two clowns were fighting
whether ten tables should be set up in two rows from east to west or north to south, while a third clown was
having trouble lighting a long wick on the central shaft of the menorah which faced the west.
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Inside the circus tent that had an image of Shushan HaBirah on the Eastern Gate, two clowns were fighting
whether ten tables should be set up in two rows from east to west or north to south, while a third clown
was having trouble lighting a long wick on the central shaft of the menorah which faced the west.

things to
remember

1. Image of Shushan HaBirah on
the Easter Gate - two reasons

2. Machlokes about the ten
man2v of Shlomo

3. The orientation of the
Menorah and the identity of
the »anyn 1
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